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HTAC Quarterly Meeting

• Continue to be held as “Hybrid” meetings (in-person with a virtual 
option)

• Good attendance - 54 participants

• Good variety of topics presented

• Quality presentations

• Roundtable



HTAC Subcommittee Updates

•Dredging

•Navigation & Safety

•Duluth Ship Canal Concerns Work Group



Blatnik Bridge Update for HTAC
December 3, 2025

Patrick Huston, P.E. | MnDOT Assistant District Engineer | Major Projects
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Data:
Streetlight 2019

• 2019 MIC Diversion Study 
confirmed routes of 
interest during full 
closure.

• Studied routes in WI: 
Belknap, Winter, North 
21st and North 28th 
streets. 

• Studied routes in MN: 
Haines Rd., Highland St., 
Grand Ave. and I-535.

Diversion



Traffic Management Plan (TMP) Overview
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Project Schedule (overview)

2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2032

Preliminary 
Design/Permitting

Construction

Final Design

Bridge Closure – app 4-5 yrs.

Procurement



Project Schedule



Stay Connected

X

• Sign up for email updates 
on the project website

• Summary of public 
comments will be posted 
on the project website 

• Look for upcoming events



A New Education and Research Vessel for UW-Superior

Presentation by Alan Brew

Sadie Ann Program Manager

December 3, 2025

Sadie Ann





• 2015 regional needs 
assessment

• 2019 anonymous gift to 
UW-S Alumni and 
Friends Foundation to 
start a new vessel 
program

• LSRI selected to lead 
and manage new vessel 
program

Planning for a 

New Vessel



Sadie Ann’s Builder

Harvey, 

Louisiana









• Length: 65 feet

• Beam: 24 feet

• Draft: 4.5 feet

• Maximum Speed: 18 
knots

• Range: 600 miles at 12 
knots

• USCG approved for 49 
passengers 

Sadie Ann—

Specs



• Parallel hybrid driveline

• Multiple drive modes

Propulsion 

System



• Parallel hybrid driveline

• Multiple drive modes

• Batteries (70kWh)

Propulsion 

System .75 to 1.3 kWh

70 kWh

70 to 100 kWh



• Shipped via hopper barge 
from New Orleans to Chicago

• Transit under her own power 
from Chicago to Superior

Sadie Ann’s (Anticipated) 

Journey Home



• Class fieldtrips

• Applied learning & field 
experiences

• Capstone & research 
projects

• Employment

UW-Superior Classes 

& Students



• Focus on western Lake 

Superior communities

• Sequenced programs at 

three grade levels 

• Cruises & curriculum 

support for teachers

• Field trips in May-early 

June & September-

October

K-12 School 

Programs



• Expanding access to 
experiences on Lake 
Superior

• Inspiring interest & 
investment in the Lake

• Deepening understanding 
& appreciation

• Focus on science, culture, 
economics, & the arts

• Partnerships with 
community events

Public Programs



• Nimble research vessel

• Estuary, nearshore & 

open-water

• Quiet, electric motor 

control on station

• Available for hourly & 

daily rentals (no 

overnight 

accommodations)

Research



• Certified passenger 
vessel for up to 49 
passengers

• Climate controlled cabins

• Events, trainings, team 
building, promotional 
activities

• Custom programs 
facilitated by LSRI

Charters & Custom 

Programs





ISMA: Who?

➢International Ship Masters’ Association (ISMA)
➢Founded in 1886

➢Joint U.S. & Canadian

➢Non-profit organization

➢Member “lodges” around the Great Lakes

➢Navigation, Legislation, & Engineering Committee (NELC)
➢ ISMA works to promote safe navigation on our waterways

➢ ISMA helps educate policy makers and elected officials

➢ ISMA promotes harmony amongst Great Lakes officers/mariners

➢ISMA provides scholarships to future maritime officers; mentorships



Convention: When? Where?

• January 28th through February 1st, 2026

• Holiday Inn Downtown Duluth

• “Grand Ball” at DECC (Harborside Ballroom) Friday 1/30

• Only sixth time ISMA Convention will have come to Twin Ports
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