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New Definitions

• “Regionally Significant”

• “Consistent With”

• “Reflect the Investment Priorities Established In”

• Key pieces of 23 CFR 450.326

• Important for carrying out the TIP & ensuring its 
connection with the MTP



New Definitions

“Regionally Significant”

• Built around minimum definition in 23 CFR 450.104

• Tailored to work for MIC area

• Reviewed by TAC

• Finalized with TAC suggestions



New Definitions

“Consistent With”

As it applies to 23 CFR 450.326(i) means:

• The project or project phase, once completed, is anticipated to 
make progress towards meeting one or more of the MTP’s goals 
and objectives;

• It is expected the anticipated progress will be measurable and/or 
positively noticed by users; and

• In achieving the above the project or project phase, once 
completed, will help bring the MTP’s vision to reality.

• does not mean the project or project phase must make progress towards meeting all of 
the MTP’s goals and objectives.



New Definitions

“Reflect the Investment Priorities Established In”

As it applies to 23 CFR 450.326(a) means:

• The project or project phase is listed in the MTP’s priority projects list, full 
project list, and/or is determined to be regionally significant, and is 
fiscally constrained;

• The project or project phase, once completed, is anticipated to make 
progress towards meeting one or more of the MTP’s goals and objectives;

• The project or project phase, once completed, is anticipated to make 
progress towards implementing Action Steps identified in the MTP; and

• In achieving the above the project or project phase, once completed, will 
help bring the MTP’s vision to reality.

• does not mean the project or project phase must make progress towards meeting all of 
the MTP’s goals and objectives.



23 USC 134(h)(1-3)

A functional paraphrase:

The failure to consider any factor (the 10 planning 
factors) specified in the metropolitan planning 
process, including the performance-based approach, 
shall not be reviewable by any court in any matter 
affecting a transportation plan, a TIP, a project or 
strategy, or certification of a planning process.



MnDOT Input



Questions?

Comments?
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Language Changes

• “Regionally Significant” definition updated

• Chapter 1: Introduction

o Sections rewritten for unfamiliar reader clarity

• Chapter 5: Community Impact Assessment

o Previously waiting on federal guidance

o Removed “Environmental Justice”

o Swapped Executive Order language

• X Negative health & environmental impacts X

•  Community cohesion, quality of life, economic opportunities  

o Focus on Title VI: Nondiscrimination & fair participation



Project Cost Totals
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Project Cost Totals



Upcoming Projects

London Rd (MN 61)

~$ 17.14 million fed > $ 1.5 billion fed

Blatnik Bridge



Upcoming Projects: STBGP
40th Ave W

$2,799,000 Federal

$200,000 Federal AC

• Mini roundabout

• Sidewalk & crosswalk 
improvements

• Storm sewer & water 
main

• Lighting improvements



Upcoming Projects: STBGP
Canosia Rd

$ 971,750 STBGP • 8.9 mile reclaim & 
overlay

• Intersection safety 
improvements



Upcoming Projects: CRP/TA/STBGP
Campus Connector Segment 4 & 5

$ 1,194,091 Federal 



Upcoming Projects: BUILD/RAISE
Lift Bridge

$11.2 million fed. 

$12 million state & local

W Superior St Rice Lake Rd

$25 million fed. 

$15 million match

$25 million BUILD

$600,000 TA 

$14 million match



Responses to Comments

• “This comment/design recommendation has been shared 
with…”

MnDOT

City of Duluth

St. Louis County

DTA



Responses to Comments

• 21 near identical comments

o Mentioned 2 projects from FY2026, FY2027, FY2028

o 6 generalized comments from these, one for each project 
mentioned

o 6 generalized MIC responses 

• Full comments as received, in an appendix

o “See Response  ”, “See Response  ”

o Where needed, other portions of these comments received 
additional response

• Document-specific changes were all considered, most 
incorporated



Current Year Project Status Report

• Additions to the status report request

PREVIOUS
STATUS REPORT



Current Year Project Status Report
Status

Construction 

Finished/Expected 

Completion

Notes Details

In progress, will be 

completed in 2025

Sep-25
Project is on time & budget.

Project is Tied to 6982-348.

Overlay crew is starting bridge deck paving the week of July 28th

project completion: September 2025

This project is contributing towards meeting goal 4 (Moving People and Goods) and goal 5 (Economic Vitality) in the 

MTP, by maintaining interstate infrastructure. It will also contribute to meeting PM2: Infrastructure and poentially PM3: 

System Reliability. This project is also identified on the MIC Area Priority Projects List in Sustainable Choices 2050 

(Chapter 4). 

In progress, will be 

completed in 2025

Sep-25

Project is using Bridge Funding Program funds

Project is on time & budget.

Project is Tied to 6982-348.

Overlay crew is starting bridge deck paving the week of July 28th

project completion: September 2025

This project is contributing towards meeting goal 4 (Moving People and Goods) and goal 5 (Economic Vitality) in the 

MTP, by maintaining interstate infrastructure. It will also contribute to meeting PM2: Infrastructure and poentially PM3: 

System Reliability. This project is also identified on the MIC Area Priority Projects List in Sustainable Choices 2050 

(Chapter 4). 

In design/engineering 

stage
30-Jun-25 On going preliminary engineering to desing Blatnik Bridge. Work is progressing 

on schedule This is not the construction project - main project is in the current TIP. 

In progress, will be 

completed in 2025

Sep-25

Project is on time & budget.

Project is Tied to 6982-336.

Overlay crew is starting bridge deck paving the week of July 28th

project completion: September 2025

This project is contributing towards meeting goal 4 (Moving People and Goods) and goal 5 (Economic Vitality) in the 

MTP, by maintaining interstate infrastructure. It will also contribute to meeting PM2: Infrastructure and potentially PM3: 

System Reliability. 

In progress, will be 

completed in 2025

Sep-25

Project is using Bridge Funding Program funds

Project is on time & budget.

Project is Tied to 6982-336.

Overlay crew is starting bridge deck paving the week of July 28th

project completion: September 2025

This project is contributing towards meeting goal 4 (Moving People and Goods) and goal 5 (Economic Vitality) in the 

MTP, by maintaining interstate infrastructure. It will also contribute to meeting PM2: Infrastructure and potentially PM3: 

System Reliability. 

Other, explain

N/A

Project dropped, and will be completed with the Blatnik Bridge replacement. N/A

Other, explain

TBD
(Proctor) has been federally obligated and has a fully executed grant agreement 

with Circle K as of Feburary 2025.

This project will contribute towards meeting goal 3 (Health of People and the Environment) with the potential for 

increasing use of electric vehicles. It may also contribute to goal 5 (Economic Vitality), "make it easier to travel to tourist 

destinations and events." Increased access to charging will improve access for visitors using electric vehicles to travel.

In progress, will be 

completed in 2025

Oct-25 Work started week of July 28th 2025

Construction complete October 2025

This project is contributing towards meeting goal 4 (Moving People and Goods) and goal 5 (Economic Vitality) in the 

MTP, by maintaining interstate infrastructure. It will also contribute to meeting PM2: Infrastructure and potentially PM3: 

System Reliability. 

In progress, but will 

not be completed in 

2025

Oct-26

BID Fall 2025, with majority work in 2026

In progress, but will 

not be completed in 

2025
Aug-26

BID Fall 2025, with majority work in 2026

In progress, but will 

not be completed in 

2025

2030

BID Fall 2025, 4 year project with work beginning in 2026-2030

In progress, but will not 
be completed in 2025

2030
BID Fall 2025, work begin in 2026-2027 winter and will take place over 3 Winter seasons, when the shipping season layup. 

In progress, but will 

not be completed in 

2025

Oct-26

BID Fall 2025, with majority work in 2026.

Work is completed

2025
This project helps achieve thte Long Range Plan goals of Safety and Security,  Livable Communities and Equity, 

Health of People and the Environment, Moving People and Goods

Work is completed
June

Using FHWA proven safety countermeasures to reduce roadway departure crashes with wide edgelines. 

• Description of delays/timeline change

• Performance Measure impacts

ADDED



What is next, if approved?

• State & Federal approval process

– Document & resolution to MnDOT MPO Coordinator

– Request review and approval from MnDOT

– Submission to FHWA/FTA

– Final federal review & approval 

• Included in the STIP

• Next TIP cycle begins



Opportunity for Public Comment

PLEASE STATE  YOUR NAME
  AND AFFILIATION

(IF ANY)

PLEASE DIRECT YOUR 
REMARKS TO THE ACTION 

UNDER CONSIDERATION BY 
THE BOARD

COMMENT TIME LIMIT:

3 MINUTES

The Chair, with committee approval, has the option of extending or closing the public comment period, depending on the number of 

people who wish to speak and the length of the meeting agenda



TAC Recommendation to MIC Board:

Adoption of 2026-2029 Duluth Area TIP



Motion Requested:

Adopt the 2026-2029 Duluth Area TIP



Accessibility Improvements

• Alt Text on images

• Converted tables from JPEG to hosted tables

• Larger fonts

• High contrast colors

• Planning on more next year



Responses to Comments

• Generalized comments & 
responses 



Responses to Comments

• PM 1: Safety table – Added Prior Baseline to show trend

ADDED



Responses to Comments
• Map edits

FOOTNOTE EDIT
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