


WARTIME SHIPBUILDING

Wisconsin's thipyards made a
g . anificant
comtribution to Allsed victory In ’M.r!?:l War ?t.
setting natiosal records for rapkd and coste
effoctive production Wihconsin shipyvards bailt

TUgS. Cargo vessels of various LYy pes corvettes
frigates. and submarines woeth 354 million

“dollars. Betwoen 1992 and 19495, thhe buldders

In Seperior produced ceQhty “ome thips whose
tonnage and total value exceeded that of all
other Whwcomiin shipyvards

The Walter Butler Company ballt fifty~two,
ships, Iscleding cighteen coastal frelghters.”
{wenty ~two octan - golng  Cargo ihips. ard
twelve frigates employed as coenvey cexcorte.  In
May 19495, Butiers 5.000 workers lausched flve
l.sr‘t‘ cargo ships In a single day.

Globe Shipbuliding comstructed ten armed
occan - going tegs cleven 5000 ton cargo
ships, and cight Mcoma-clasms frigates, Globe
workers developed Innovative welding techniques
that permittcd comstrection 10 contimees ali
winter. In 1994, some 230 of the company's
2.500 workers were women. Inclioding many
who served as wolders

s Ships bullt In Saperior basled portions of

artificial harbor 10 the Normandy beaches,
‘t‘gncd da\zz.y;cd warships {0 port, and took part
in anti-submarine warfare in the Atlantic
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S.S. METEOR
Last of the Whalebacks

T'he Great LaKes whaleback Meet was the revo-
lutionary result of Capt, Alexander McDougall’s
attempts 1o Improve conventional ship design,
Between 1868 and 1898, 43 whalebacks were
lounched and became forerunners of the bulk
fleet on the Great Lakes today. Thirty -nine
whalebacks were bullt In Superior -Duluth, and
most of them were launched from a site about
one mile west of here, now the Fraser Shpyards.

The 5.5 Meteor was launched at Superior In
1696 as the Frank Rockefeller to carry Iron
ore. Later, as the Sowth Park. she carried such
diversified cargoes as graln and automobiles.
in 194935 she was converted to an oll tanker
and renamed Metear. She has been preserved
a5 & memorial to her bullder and a tribute
to Superior.

As a boy, Franklin D Roosevelt came to Superior
with his father to watch the launching of a
whaleback. In his enthusiasm to get a good
view, be was swept Into the slip by waves. A
member of the Superior Fire Department
rescucd him before he reached deep water.
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SUPERIOR »»

Telegram

Friends group launches 'Year of the
Fitz'

Community gathers to share ideas, memories. Donations for a historical marker
in Superior will be matched for 90 days.

Superior City Councilor Jenny Van Sickle, right, welcomes guests to the Friends of the Fitz kickoff event
at the Superior Public Library on Saturday, Jan. 11. From left, Superior City Councilor Garner Moffat,
Kathy Laakso of Time Arc Theatre, local historian Teddie Meronek and Briana Fiandt of the Richard I.
Bong Veterans Historical Center look on. Dan Williamson / Duluth Media Group

@ By Maria Lockwood
January 13, 2025 at 1:43 PM

Initial media push: August-
January

Holding On To History: Superior group working
to create Edmund Fitzgerald monument
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EDMUNG , | ;
HOLDING ON TO HISTORY '\ " 988

FITZGERALD MEMORIAL COMING IN 025

SUPERIOR
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Friends of the Fitz is a group working to get a Wiscon{

DOUGLAS COUNTY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P

S U ERIOR, WISCONSIN

est. 1931

Edmund
Fitzgerald

Home / Memberships/Sponsorships / Edmund
Fitzgerald

Friends of the Fitz Group Aims to Honor
Edmund Fitzgerald’s Last Port of Call in
Superior

January 11, 2025 by Paige Hansen

LOCAL NEWS
FOX2TONLINE.COM

SUPERIOR, Wis. — 2025 marks 50 years since the Edmund Fitzgerald sank on Lake Superior, and
a group in Superior, Wisconsin is hoping to place a historical marker to honor the ship.

narking five

Superior residents work to honor
those lost in Edmund Fitzgerald
sinking

Superior was the last port that the S.S. Edmund Fitzgerald docked before
sinking in a storm on Nov. 10, 1975. We talk with a community group in
Superior that is working to create a historical marker for the 29 people killed

in the shipwreck.

EPISODE CREDITS

Rob Ferrett Kate Archer Kent
Host Host
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“Year of the
Fitz”

Launch Event

anuary 11
12 p.m.

Superior
Public
Library
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A PROCLAMATION BY MAYOR HERB W. BERGSON

WHEREAS, on November 10, 1975 a tremendous storm crushed the Edmund Fitzgerald
and caused the loss of all 29 crew members; and

N&S Great Lakes Fishing=(()
O pickie Pond

WHEREAS, we all experienced a great loss from this catastrophe; and

WHEREAS, oftentimes time heals wounds, but often we need to be reminded of our
loved ones so we aren't allowed to forget; and

WHEREAS, were it not for the talent of Mr. Gordon Lightfoot, the 29 crew
members of the Edmund Fitzgerald would only be a forgotten statistic;
and

WHEREAS, Mr. Gordon Lightfoot is a hero to us because these crew members left
family and friends behind in both Duluth and Superior and we shall
never lose our appreciation for his work.

Barkers Island Inn &
o Conference Center
O 08@ P

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that I, Herb Bergson, Mayor of the City of
Superior, Wisconsin, hereby proclaim Mr. Gordon Lightfoot as an

"HONORARY CITIZEN OF THE CITY OF SUPERIOR, WISCONSIN"

, in the City of Superior, Wisconsin.

80

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set
my hand and caused the Seal of the City
to be affixed this 3rd day of November,
Nineteen Hundred Eighty-nine.
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Follow us on Facebook-Donate-Join Us



