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 What is the TIP?

▪ A federally mandated four-year financial program

▪ Identifies surface transportation projects within the 
MIC area that will use federal funds.

▪ Lists the descriptions, timeframes, and costs for each 
project.



 TIP Basics

▪ Projects must be listed in the TIP to receive federal 
funds.

▪ The TIP (all projects) must be fiscally constrained.

▪ May include roadway, transit, bicycle, pedestrian, or 
rail-related projects.



 TIP Basics

▪ Projects must be consistent with the vision, goals, & 
objectives of the MIC’s Long-Range Metropolitan 
Transportation Plan (Sustainable Choices 2050).

▪ TIP public participation process must be consistent 
with the MIC’s Public Involvement Plan.

▪ The TIP includes federally-required Performance 
Measures.



 In short:

▪ The TIP is one of the two primary ways the vision of 
the MIC’s Long-Range Metropolitan Transportation 
Plan is implemented and becomes reality.

https://dsmic.org/transportation-improvement-program/



 Basic Update Process

▪ The MIC, in cooperation with jurisdictions, 
cooperatively implement a process for solicitation and 
selection of TIP projects.

▪ Projects in the TIP may be from any of a number of  
funding sources (STBGP, CRP, TA, etc.)

▪ Current TIP = 2025 - 2028
▪ Underdevelopment TIP = 2026 - 2029



Nov - Dec • Pre-application meeting with jurisdictions
• Distribute STBGP application to jurisdictions

January • STBGP applications are due

Jan - Feb • Review of submitted STBGP projects
• MIC Policy Board approves STBGP projects

Mar - Apr • Prepare draft TIP project list – includes STBGP, CRP, TA, etc.
• Reconcile draft TIP project list with the MnDOT STIP project list

April - Jun • Present draft TIP project list to TAC & MIC Policy Board (today)
• Draft underdevelopment (2026 – 2029) TIP
• Jurisdiction, MnDOT, & FHWA final review of draft TIP

Jul - Aug • Release of Draft TIP for 30-day public comment
• Approve final 2026-2029 Duluth Area TIP



2025-2028 TIP Project Map



2026-2029 Project Highlights
• Blatnik Bridge

• Projects Approved by MIC Board (STBGP/CRP)

• Transportation Alternative Funds

• London Rd

• 2029 Projects

• Other Projects 

• Transit



Blatnik Bridge
• 6 TIP Project
• 3 Funding Projects
• 3 Advance Construction (AC) 

Projects
• Total Project Cost is Roughly 

$1,668,000,000 (Yes that is Billions)

Blatnik Bridge Projects 26-29



Blatnik Bridge Projects 26-29



STBGP Projects 26-29
• 11 STBGP Projects

• 7 Unique Projects
• 4 Advanced Construction (AC) 

Projects

STBGP Projects
• 40th Ave W Reconstruction
• 4th St Reconstruction
• Howard Gnesen Rd Rehabilitation
• Canosia Rd Rehabilitation
• London Road Intersection/Roundabout 

Improvements
• 26th Ave Roundabout
• 40th Ave Roundabout
• 60th Ave Intersection Improvements

STBGP Funded Projects
Surface Transportation Block Grant Program



STBGP Funded Projects
Surface Transportation Block Grant Program



STBGP Funded Projects
Surface Transportation Block Grant Program

Projects Moving Years

• Railroad STBGP project moved from 2027 to 2025

• Hermantown’s STBGP project for reconstructing Hermantown Rd in 

2028 will be moved to 2030

• Central Entrance STBGP project for 2028 will be moved to 2030

Projects Dropping Out of TIP

• City of Duluth Canal Park projects are dropping out of the TIP

o Railroad St to Lift Bridge

o Buchanan St/Lake Ave to Canal Park Dr

o Canal Park Drive/Buchanan St to Railroad St



CRP Projects 26-29
• 6 CRP Projects

• 3 Bike/Ped Projects
• 1 Reconstruction Project
• 2 Placeholders

CRP Projects
• London Rd Reconstruction
• Campus Connector Segment 4/5
• Micro-Mobility Parking/Bike Racks

CRP Funded Projects 26-29
Carbon Reduction Program Funds



CRP Funded Projects 26-29
Carbon Reduction Program Funds



TA Funded Projects 26-29
• 9 total projects

• Campus Connector Segment 4 
and 5

• Campus Connector Segment 6
• Arrowhead Rd Sidewalk
• DTA Bus Stop Improvements
• Rice Lake Rd Paved Trails
• Trail Segments in Hermantown
• 1 Advanced Construction (AC) 

Payback
• New 2029 TA Projects

• 40th Ave W Trail Construction
• W Superior St Ped Crossing

TA Funded Projects 26-29
Transportation Alternative Funds



TA Funded Projects 26-29
Transportation Alternative Funds



London Rd Projects 26-28
• Includes 10 Projects many of which 

are STBGP/CRP Projects
• 6 STBGP

• 3 Funding Projects
• 3 Advanced Construction 

(AC) Projects
• 1 CRP

• 3 MnDOT Projects

London Rd Project



London Rd Projects 26-28



2029 Projects
• 4 Total Projects

• MN 23, Mission Creek Bridge 
Replacement

• Skyline Parkway New 
Transportation Information 
System and Reconstruction of 
Stone Wall

• MN 61 – Resurfacing
• I-35 Thompson Hill – Ultra-Thin 

Bonded Wearing Course

New 2029 TIP Projects

• Ultra-Thin Bonded Wearing Course
• Is a pavement preservation technique that involves applying 

a thin layer of open-graded hot mix asphalt (HMA) over an 
existing pavement, typically using a single-pass application 
with a spray paver. This method seals cracks, improves skid 
resistance, and extends the life of the pavement. UTBWC is 
particularly effective on high-speed, high-volume roads.



2029 TIP Projects



Transit Projects
Total Projects

• 23 Projects

New Projects

• 2026
o DTA Purchase 5 Class 300 Replacement Buses

o DTA Snow Chute

o DTA ITS Software and Equipment

• 2028
o ARDC Mobility Management Extension from 7/29-6/31

• 2029
o DTA Regular Route Operating Assistance

o DTA Dial-A-Ride Operating Assistance

o DTA Rapid Transit Station Improvements

Projects Dropping out of TIP

• 2026 – DTA Rapid Transit Station Improvements

• 2027 – DTA Capital Facility Improvements

• 2028 – DTA Purchase 5 Class 300 Replacement Buses

• 2029 – DTA Purchase 6 Class 700 Diesel Buses



Transit Projects 26-29



Other Projects 26-29

Safety Projects

• 3 Reduced Conflict Intersection Projects

• 3 Turn Lane Projects

• 5 Edgeline Projects

o 2 New Project in 2027/2028 for Countywide 
Epoxy Edgelines

Rehabilitation Projects

• 7 Total Projects

o 1 New Project 

• Lavaque Rd – 5th St to Morris Thomas Rd

Bridge Projects

• 3 Bridge Projects

o 1 New Project

• Construct Norton Rd Bridge

Rice Lake Rd Corridor Project 2028
• 2 Single Lane Roundabouts, Turn Lanes at 

Ridgeview Rd and 2 Paved Trails along Martin 
and Rice Lake Rd



Safety Projects



Bridge and Rehabilitation 
Projects



Rice Lake Rd Corridor Project
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