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Sustainable Choices 2050  -  Vision

Sustainable Choices 2050 is guided by the 
following overall vision:
 
Develop a community-supported multimodal 
transportation system that not only supports 
the diverse needs of people and commerce, but 
is also fiscally, socially, and environmentally 
sustainable over time.
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MTP Drafts Shared with TAC
• Socioeconomic Document Update from AECOM (appendix)
• A Vision to Implement chapter
• Key Takeaways chapter
• Action Steps to Implement chapter
• Progress Since Sustainable Choices 2045 appendix

• MTP Priority Projects Map
• MTP Priority Projects List
• Financial Capacity of Planned Projects (25 Years) Table

• Performance-Based Planning chapter also completed
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Key Takeaways





Action Steps to Implement





MTP Priority Projects
Map & List



MTP Project PBP Scoring Process 
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Regionally significant, unfunded 
projects, can be added to an 

illustrative project list







Financial Capacity of 
Planned Projects (25 Years)





Other Key Findings & Updates



Public Engagement – Phase 1
Issues & Opportunities

• Public Survey

• Focus Groups & Targeted Stakeholders

• Consultations

• Presentations to MIC Policy Board & TAC



Public Engagement – Phase 1
Public Survey

• 422 responses received

• Overall, comments suggest a community desire for a more equitable 
and sustainable transportation network that prioritizes safety, 
accessibility, and environmental considerations



Public Engagement – Phase 1
Focus Groups & Targeted Stakeholders

• Pedestrians
• Sustainability
• Equity
• HTAC - Port/Harbor/Multimodal Freight
• BPAC
• Older Adults
• People with Disabilities



Public Engagement – Phase 1
Consultations

• MIC Area Jurisdictions (2 rounds)

• Passenger (NLX) & Freight Rail

• Superior-Douglas County Area Chamber of Commerce

• Duluth Transit Authority (DTA)

• Natural Resources & Environmental

• Historic Resources



Public Engagement – Phase 1
Key Themes/Findings

• Safety identified as very important
• Improved facilities for walking, biking, and transit
• Year-round reliability & maintenance (snow clearance)
• Improvements in transit operations, especially STRIDE
• Prioritize the most vulnerable users of the transportation system
• Focus on Equity (historically underserved areas & populations)
• Need funding
• Policy Recommendations



Public Engagement – Phase 2
Draft & Final MTP

• Conduct agency consultations (FHWA, MnDOT, WisDOT)

• Distribute online & to MIC, TAC, BPAC, HTAC and identified contacts

• Hold public meetings (Duluth & Superior)
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Increasing Cost of Transportation 
Infrastructure Construction
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6.4% of Families

=

2167 Families

Below Poverty 
Level in MIC Area



Board MTP Feedback

• Any Questions or Concerns?

• General thoughts or recommendations?

28Sustainable Choices 2050



Remaining Timeline



Significant Deadlines

• Complete DRAFT MTP (Now – June)
• Request Approval for Public Review Period (today)

• Submit DRAFT MTP to FHWA, MnDOT, and WisDOT 
for review (July)

• Public Review Period & Public Open Houses (August)

• Make Final Revisions (September)
• Request Approval of final MTP (October)
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Request Release of DRAFT MTP 
for 30-Day Public Review Period



Action Requested
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Motion to approve the release of the draft 
of Sustainable Choices 2050 for a 30-day 
public comment period to open on 
August 1, 2024.



Questions / Discussion
Mike Wenholz

mwenholz@ardc.org
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