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Harbor Technical Advisory Committee

Wednesday, September 7, 2022; 9:00 am — 11:45 am
Barker’s Island Inn, Superior, WI
Meeting Summary

Introduction: Chairman Ed Anderson called the meeting to order shortly after 9 am. We had attendees both
in-person and online via Teams. The meeting summary for the June 1, 2022 meeting was approved.

HTAC Subcommittees: The Navigation Subcommittee is launching a Harbor Safety Work Group and
anyone interested in participating should contact Lt. Joe McGinnis USCG. The Dredging Subcommittee is
scheduled to meet on September 19t at the Seaway Port Authority Office on Garfield Ave.

Wisconsin Freight Plan Update: Mathew Umhoefer, Wisconsin DOT presented an update on the Statewide
Freight Plan. The plan has been shaped by input from the Freight Advisory Committee that includes 39
members with representation from the MIC. The committee has provided input to issues, advice, and
advocacy to expand freight movement. The planning work is updating information, assessing freight needs
and issues, and engaging stakeholders to guide freight investments and align policies with the Connect 2050
overall state plan.

Blatnik Bridge Replacement Project: Pat Huston, MnDOT and Brent Pickard, WisDOT presented an
overview of the project. It is currently in the stage of selecting a preferred location alternative in January 2023,
upon which a NEPA environmental document will be prepared through 2024. The design phase would follow,
with construction roughly between 2026 and 2033, depending on securing project funding. Multiple
alignments and interchange options have been explored from which those recommended for further study
include more direct connection to 53 east of Hammond Avenue.

Headwaters Partnership: Gini Breidenbach, Mn Land Trust presented information on this organization,
intended to follow the completion of the St. Louis Bay Area of Interest. The work has been collaborative,
working together to establish a vision for the full watershed of the St. Louis and Nemadji Rivers. This work
began in 2019 and is expected to be completed in 2023. Priority concerns have been identified and goals and
objectives prepared to address them. There is current work on a Memorandum of Understanding with the
partners, including the Fond du Lac Tribe, MnDNR, MPCA, WI DNR, and the Cities of Duluth and Superior.
A Coordinator is being funded to start in January 2023.

Coastal Erosion Hazard Mapping: Justin Otsea and Charlie Moore of ARDC presented information on the
multi-year project effort to develop detailed GIS mapping of the Lake Superior and St. Louis Bay shorelines.
The information provides a guide for jurisdictions to identify affected infrastructure, to identify protective
measures for implementation, and to pursue funding for mitigation measures.

Upcoming Events: The Great Lakes Dredging Team is meeting in Milwaukee, Wi on September 14 and 15.
Several HTAC members plan to attend.

Adjournment: Chairman Ed Anderson adjourned the meeting at 11:45 am.
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