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Grassroots proposal would put parkway through
downtown Duluth

DULUTH

Group proposes bold vision for I-35
in Duluth: Make it a parkway -

Collective has unveiled a proposal to bridge Canal Park

and downtown. Duluth City Council looking at

- : - .7 H . . .
Our View: Wow, right? Duluth designers reimagining I-35 downtown

are on to something | ) o -
The federal infrastructure bill includes $1 billion to fund
From the editorial: " (The) reimagining of Duluth's heart such study efforts.

and core isn't just intriguing and gorgeous, it makes a lot
of sense. The timing even seems right."

By Brooks Johnseon Star Tribune AUGUST 13, 2021 — B:21PM

Written By: News Tribune Editorial Board | - 10:00 am, May 3, 2021
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in Duluth: Make Z—s8=
Collective has unveiled a pr AT A

T Interstate 35 uncil looking at
Our View: Wow, rigk™ " "

In Duluth, the 1,569-mile long I-35 comes to its northern ;5 dﬂWﬂtﬂWﬂ

dare on to SO mEthlns terminus. It ends unceremoniously at a four-way intersection, but bill includes $1 billi frrndh

From the editorial: " (The) reinut before it bisects Duluth’s downtown and separates it from its el sl LLLOm: $0 2
I e @ A e Superior waterfront. A coalition of residents, the Duluth

and core isn't just intriguing Waterfront Collective, is seeking to restore this connection and UGUST 13. 2021 — B:21PM

of sense. The timing even S¢ create a more vibrant city center by replacing the highway with a .

street that integrates downtown and the waterfront. The work of

this coalition offers a valuable lesson: highway building can be

just as damaging for small cities too.

Written By: News Tribune Editorial Boar
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Petitioning city of duluth, Metropolitan Interstate Council, Minnesota depa

Rethink Downtown Duluth's I-35 Corridor

As Interstate 35 runs from Mesaba to Lake Avenue, it travels through a
neighborhood in which 32% of residents don’t own a vehicle. It takes up
20% of the land within our downtown while handling less... Learn more

@ Duluth Waterfront Collective &t 626 supporters
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and core isn't just Intriguing Waterfront Collective, is seeking to restore this connection and
of sense. The timing even Sé create a more vibrant city center by replacing the highway with a
street that integrates downtown and the waterfront. The work of
this coalition offers a valuable lesson: highway building can be
just as damaging for small cities too.

UGUST 13, 2021 — B:21PM

Written By: News Tribune Editorial Boar



Holly Buchanan /ege® Dan Stocke
1 day ago ﬁ May 7, 2021
The viewpoints brought up in this petition are logical, practical and sensible!! Pleas: The number of roadways running north/south through downtown is nothing short of ridiculous. This

rethink your plans and actions and explore much better options that then become ¢ p|an reclaims that (valuable) real estate and offers a beautiful solution to adding entry and egress into
city, for the people’ for the businesseS, for yu\nr vieitAare anAd fAr mitiaatrina Alimatra ~ and from Canal Park, We NEED thiS!

. Sam Deluca
will be much better off!! Thank you for your Jul 22. 2021

There is too great of a disconnect between Downtown and Canal Park. The area is Duluth's crown jewel,

and Duluth should expand on it's main attraction and revenue source. There are more important things
than simnlv beina able to cross town as auick as nossible by car.

Timothy Andrew
May 18, 2021

Casey Kreie
) ) ) S May 7, 2021
Duluth is my hometown and changes like this would revitalise it in a way that would really enc
me to move back as | think about where |+~ - : __ - - . e I'm signing because cars are a failure. It was an experiment that has failed the united states, so we must
‘ Dana Schroeder take back our cities that have been too long divided by unnecessary car infrastructure.
' May 8, 2021
Things are way too segmented as they are now. Needs to flow better for pedestrians, bikes, cars,
Richard Truscott tourists, residents.... everyone!
May 8, 2021

| am a former resident of the area, and grew up on the North Shore. Connectina Downtown Duluth to
. . Lawrence Lee
Canal Park and the redeveloping of Industrial |

May 7, 2021
Especially if the city and state can put for initi:

Alice Tibbetts

May 7, 2021
We can do better on SO MANY transportation improvements in Dt
our city---plus lots more bike lanes and narrower streets everywhe

Duluth needs to be united, not divided by a highway that dead ends just a couple miles north of

downtown. . Lillian Strehlow

May 6, 2021
Abigail Blonigen

May 7, 2021

This new plan for downtown would help us tackle climate change on the state level, and is pedestrian
friendly.

I'm ready for a safer, cleaner, and more vibrant downtown!



Sue Nuccio
1 month ago

Poorly planned!



Reevaluating The City’s Downtown I-35 Corridor

City
Council

v @

Arik Forsman Zack Filipovich Gary Anderson Roz Randorf
At Large At Large District 1 District 3
Sponsor Sponsor Sponsor Sponsor

Vote Record ‘
21-0618R

Derek Medved Terese Tomanek Joel Sipress Renee Van Nett  Janet Kennedy
At large At large District 2 District 4 District 5






Our Waterfront
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Two Important Missing Pieces




Population Growth

Comparing Regional Mid-Sized Cities Over The Past 100 Years
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Interstate 35 Is Past Its Prime

The following chart shows how av val daily trips on Inter tute35h e fallen since 1999.
CretFrewayt affic thro ghdowtow | s than that of Ce trlEtr and Mes boA
Traffic numbers are sourced from MnDOT's Traffic Mapper Applica

50,000

1998 - peak freeway traffic
48,900 daily trips

Mesaba Ave 24,100

Centraj Entrance €<
20,400
20,000 ™

1996 2019
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2018 Level of Service — Duluth- Superlor MPO

Sustainable Choices 2045

SROHESESD
Erdasth faspurs i Qo Baragen Tr i guin't stiias Pl

Lake
Township

Folwiarny
Township

Canosia
Tawnship

H & rrmano s

Froctor

Lakewood Township

- <50% means that road is at el
50% or less of its total capacity. AT &

- Level of Service is determined
by comparing model results
and AADT to the total capacity
of the road segment.
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' Visualizing Traffic Cong

The Current Layout Isn’t Even Good For Cars

Under 50% Over 1[1[}



Sustainable Choices 2045

2045 Level of Service — Duluth- Superlor MPO 08080280

Canosia Hice Lake ST - <50% means that road is at I . .. o g
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1 In 3 downtown residents
can't even use the freeway






Area Demographics
Within 1 Mile Of Project

Median Household Income
$27.,314
543,518
nesota - ~ $58,476

Total Population - 10,821

Male (5,577) Female (5,244)

White (8,315) Of Color (2,506)

Population with a Disability (2,212)

Income Below Poverty Level (4,198)
Does Not Own Vehicle (32%)

Reliant on Public Transit (8.9%)

Walks/Bikes to work (18.5%)

Source: U.S. Census Bureau






The Impact Zone

People who live or work
within .2 miles of a freeway
experience higher rates of:

* Asthma
* Lung Impairment

- Cardiovascular Disease
« Cancer

* Premature Death
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Can You Fix A Freeway?
These Cities Did

HARBOR DRIVE EMBARCADERO 1-81 SYRACUSE

o : e n Ty Tk,

LOCATION: Portland, OR LOCATION: San Francisco, CA LOCATION: Milwaukee, WI LOCATION: Boston, MA LOCATION: Syracuse, NY
TRAFFIC: 25,000 Daily Trips TRAFFIC: 100,000 Daily Trips TRAFFIC: 54,000 Daily Trips TRAFFIC: 75,000 Daily Trips TRAFFIC: 60,000 Daily Trips
CONVERTED: 1978 CONVERTED: 1991 CONVERTED: 2003 CONVERTED: 2007 CONVERTED: In Progress

source: hifps: //www.cnu.org/ourprojects/highways-boulevards




Can You Fix A Freeway?
These Cities Did

THE BIG DIG

PARK EAST FWY

EMBARCADERO

T Ul

HARBOR DRIVE

5 ""E::h.

LOCATION: Syracuse, NY
TRAFFIC: 60,000 Daily Trips

CONVERTED: In Progress

:_. u Eu;hi

LOCATION: Boston, MA
TRAFFIC: 75,000 Daily Trips

CONVERTED: 2007

LOCATION: San Francisco, CA LOCATION: Milwaukee, WI
TRAFFIC: 100,000 Daily Trips TRAFFIC: 54,000 Daily Trips
CONVERTED: 2003

1991

LOCATION: Porfland, OR
TRAFFIC: 25,000 Daily Trips

CONVERTED: 1978
source: hilps: //www.cnu. org/ourprojects / highwaysboule

CONVERTED:
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Duluth Waterfront Collective @highway61duluth - Aug 31

For our followers from out of town: Would removing the freeway make you
want to move here?

| would do it 9.4%
More likely to do it 68.8%
Wouldn't make an impact 21.9%

Less likely to do it 0%



Duluth Waterfront Collective @highway61duluth - Aug 31
How would it affect your willingness to visit Duluth?

More likely 90.5%
Less likely 4.8%

Wouldn't make an impact 4.8%



Duluth Waterfront Collective @highway61duluth - Aug 31
How would it affect your willingness to visit the North Shore?

More likely 70%
Less likely 5%

Wouldn't make an impact 25%
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Project Goals

Spur
Economic

Growth




Project Goals

Spur Create
Economic , Green

Growth Space




Project Goals

Spur Create Improve
Economic  Green Safety &

Growth Space Mobility




Project Goals

Spur Create Improve Y Create A
Economic Green Safety & Unified

Growth Space Mobility ADowntown




Proposed Traffic Patterns

Vehicles - Rail - Bike/Pedestrian ” T

Project Length =1 Mile

‘ 1 Mile @ 50MPH =1 min 12 s ’
1 Mile @ 35MPH =1 min 43 s




Traffic Outflow From Canal Park/Downtown

Existing Layout




Traffic Outflow From Canal Park/Downtown

Proposed Layout




Potential Transit Options S

Creating a Bus Rapid Transit Network and Bringing The Streetcar Back

Project Overlay
Citywide Diagram

Bus Rapid Transit @
Streetcar Line
Existing Bus Routes 4




Spur Economlp Growth

20+ Acres Of Land Flectalmecl

ttttttt
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Create Green Space -

Connecting New and Existing Parks

CANAL PARK

LAKE SUPERIOR



Land Use Breakdow_n__.

Existing Layout

Proposed Layout







HIGH DEHEI
MEIKED-UEE

IHFILL TXISTING
FAEKEING LOT
(8T DEEL)

FHHANCE HARBORFEOMNT
ALOMG DICC

LAKE SUPERIOR
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For Board Members:

Plans to commision or decomission a new route must be an accepted
investment in a regional Long Range Transportation Plan and meet all
related federal requirements.

For Staff Members:

Executing a comprehensive study will require cooperation between a number
of overlaying entities which have jurisdiciton over various land areas in the
downtown I-35 corridor. MPOs are best suited to coordinate between

these entities and plan at a regional level.






Sustainable Choices 2045

Qrh@oeri@n

Duluth-Superior Long-Range Transportation Plan




Sustainable Choices 2045

BHh@oori@n

Duluth-Superior Long-Range Transportation Plan

Many Needs, Limited Resources
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Vision
Sustainable Choices 2045 is driven by the following overall vision:

Develop a community-supported multimodal transportation
system that not only supports the diverse needs of people and
commerce, but is also fiscally, socially, and environmentally
sustainable over time.

This is the central tenet of Sustainable Choices 2045 — the MIC’s
Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).



Goal 1

Promote public health and energy conservation, and protect
and enhance the environment through responsible Duluth-
Superior area transportation system policies and design.

Goal 2

Ensure the Duluth-Superior area transportation system
supports the development and maintenance of a safe, healthy,
and connected community that provides opportunities and
choices for people of all ages, incomes, and abilities.












In Big Move, MnDOT Sets Goal
to Reduce Vehicle Miles
Traveled

Last week, the Minnesota Department of Transportation made a critically important decision
to adopt a goal to reduce vehicle miles traveled (VMT)—or the amount we drive—by 20%
across the state by 2050. The goal grew out of a recommendation from MnDOT's Sustainable
Transportation Advisory Council, on which Move Minnesota’s Sam Rockwell serves as a

technical expert.












Can Removing Highways Fix
America’s Cities?

Carper Introduces Legislation to Reconnect
and Revitalize Communities Divided by
Highways

SENATE LEGISLATION TO RECONNECT, REVITALIZE
COMMUNITIES DIVIDED BY HIGHWAYS

Bill establishes grant program to help communities retrofit highways that create mobility,
opportunity obstacles

Bill seeks to reconnect highway divided
communities



h AT E N BB N R B
- at -
=l 5 g i ] E :#-—l'j

i : : ® I e & - L] x f " ' ) . e - - i s | 5 5 A e
. A e X e 1 - = { - 0 : - 1.5+ e e & | thead
= — E .I

Why Should-We Bo-

s o SR |
- ot
= ise

=
- e
T lel X

b e e TR T
PO R T e L |- s e

rl.._ - L3
-, e L .




e
i:-q_.il'l-'.

1)




A
& L e i -y T = e Ny
o b A i -~
. = f"&-'i'- iz i':.f .-::_'_f.'{::; -i-;-'-p.i‘?_!:-,:._ » R DR el g —
et 3 r - - R h i e 2t et L AR TR




Sue Nuccio
1 month ago

Poorly planned!
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