
Long Range Transportation Plan

Study Committee Kickoff Meeting
January 16, 2018

Duluth-Superior Metropolitan Interstate Council



Agenda

1. LRTP Overview – What It Is  &  Basic Timeline
2. Role of the Study Committee
3. Identified Purpose, Goals, & Objectives
4. Summary of what has been done to date
5. MetroQuest
6. Next Steps / Upcoming Timeline



Purpose of the LRTP

Guide the future of transportation in the Twin Ports area 
by planning for a comprehensive, multi-modal, and 

integrated transportation system that
provides a high level of access and mobility for all people 

and goods, 
improves safety, 

preserves infrastructure, and 
provides economic activity 

consistent with available environmental and fiscal 
resources.



LRTP Overview

• Required by federal law  - 23 CFR 450.306

• Long-range scope:  2020-2045
• Updated every 5 years

• Cornerstone of the MIC, along with the TIP
• Foundation for the annual development of the TIP
• TIP implements policies & projects identified in the LRTP

• Primary policy document of the MIC



LRTP Overview

• Primary policy document of the MIC
• Establishes a continuous, cooperative, and comprehensive 

planning process
• Considers and addresses 10 required planning factors
• Establishes a performance-based approach to 

transportation decision-making
• Plans for an integrated multimodal transportation system
• Plans for the safe and efficient movement of people and 

goods
• Includes a detailed public involvement process



LRTP Area  =  MIC Area



Role of Study Committee

• Provide input and oversight on the plan as it is 
developed

• Review drafts or other materials and provide feedback 
to staff

• Participate in LRTP Study Committee meetings
• Be prepared to come to meetings ready to discuss 

given topics or make decisions
• Provide recommendation of approval to the Board



LRTP Goals, Objectives, and Strategies

• Finalizing these

• Likely use and revise those in the 2040 LRTP
• Need to include 2 new required planning factors
• Likely some revised, removed, and added 

• Likely to include both a long-term, overall set  and a 
5-year focused subset that considers the reality of 
MIC resources

• Public input will help guide the final lists



What Has Been Done To Date

• Working on identifying Purpose, Goals, Objectives, & 
Strategies
• How can this be the most useful document possible?

• Updating traffic analysis zone (TAZ) data
• Met with several municipalities
• Updating and correcting data 

• Learning about & preparing for MetroQuest Phase 1



MetroQuest

• What is MetroQuest?
• Web-based suite of public engagement tools
• Used by planners (and others)
• Engages stakeholders and the public

• We will use two phases

Phase 1 - educational and broad feedback on primary themes
Phase 2 - largely interactive feedback on specific scenarios



MetroQuest Examples
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MetroQuest Examples



Upcoming Timeline

• January – April 2018
• Draft Overall set of Goals, Objectives, & Strategies
• Build MetroQuest Phase 1 – work with consultants
• Launch MetroQuest Phase 1
• Finalize TAZ data
• Gather necessary data from consultants and others

• May – December 2018
• Analyze MetroQuest Phase 1 data
• Confirm Traffic Demand Model output from consultants
• Draft initial chapters of the LRTP
• Prepare for MetroQuest Phase 2
• Plan & prepare for various public outreach and engagement

• Final Approval = September 2019



Next LRTP Study Committee Meeting

February or March



Primary LRTP Contact

Mike Wenholz
MIC Senior Planner

mwenholz@ardc.org
218-529-7573
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